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Call for NKJ activities in 2020-2021: Antibiotics resistance — One Health

Deadline for application submission is September 30th 2019 at 12:00 CET.

Theaimofthe callistopromote Nordiccollaborationamongresearchersfromthe
agricultural sectors by networking activities including conferences and seminars.

About NKJ

The primary objective ofthe Nordic Joint Committee for Agriculturaland Food Research (NKJ)
isto contribute to promote and coordinate a knowledge-based agriculture and food sectorin
the Nordic countries. To meetthisend, NKJ encourages and provides supporttojointNordic
cooperationwithinagriculture andfoodresearch,includingforestry andfishery.

Background of thecall

Swedenleadthe work ofthe Nordic Council of Ministersin2018. The starting pointfor the
presidency was the UN Global Development Agenda (Agenda 2030), but broken down to
concrete measures, as well as the use of antibiotics in our sector.

Nordicagriculturalcooperationwilldefineandrealize sustainable developmentinthe
green sector. Animal health and human health are interlinked. The increase in resistance
development to antimicrobial agents and the spread of resistant bacteria poses a global
threatto humanityandanimalhealth.

The increased use —and abuse —ofantimicrobial medicinesin both humanandanimal
healthcare has contributed to anincrease in the number of disease-causing microbes that
are resistant to antimicrobial medicines used to treat them, like antibiotics. Resistant
bacteriaarisinginhumans, animalsorthe environmentmayspreadfromonetotheother,
and from one country to another. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) does not recognize
geographic or human-animal borders. This makes AMR a growing threat that could lead to
asmanyas10milliondeathsayearandover€85millioninlossestothe globaleconomyby
2050.

Addressing the rising threat of AMR requires a holistic and multisectoral approach —
referred to as One Health — because antimicrobials used to treat various infectious diseases
inanimalsmaybethe sameorsimilartothose usedforhumans.

Thisemphasizestheimportance ofa“OneHealth”holisticapproachtothegrowing
problem of resistance to antimicrobial agents through the cooperation between sectors,


http://nordicagriresearch.org/en/
http://nordicagriresearch.org/en/

spanning from human and animal health, to food, agriculture, aquaculture and the
environment,inordertoensure consistentand effective treatmentswhilstmaintaininga
low level of resistance development in adjacent sectors.

IntheNordicRegion, we are experiencedinkeepingthe useofantibioticsinagriculture ata
low and responsible level because we know that usage can push the development of
resistantbacteria. Yetthe problemofresistanceisinternational, andthisis whywe would
like to share our experiences so as to tackle the problem internationally.

The callis co-funded from by the Swedish Research Council National research programme
on antibiotic resistance.

Theaim ofthe NKJ callisto:

increase North European regional synergy within agriculture and food research (*)
establish better contact between the agriculture and food research(*) communities
intheNordiccountries

strengthen North European agriculture and food research(*) and networking
encourage Nordic researchers and institutions, apply for funding from larger funds
like e.g. Horizon 2020 or similar activities.

Scopeofthecall

Thiscallhasaspecial interestinfunding activities related to antibiotic resistancein
theperspective of One Health.

Thefocusisonhowlow, orno,use ofantibiotics can contribute to One Health
including improved human and animal health, food security, sustainable
management of biological resources, increased competitiveness, resilience and
reduced climate impact from primary production and diversified rural economics.

Calldescription

It"sveryimportantthatthe application clearly statesthe participating partnersand
who is going to be involved in the networking activities. We encourage early
contacts between participants so thatthe application can be clearon this
point.

The applicationsare expectedtocontributetothe strategicgoalsofthe NKJandto
promote competitiveness and innovativeness of Nordic countries.

The NKJ strategy 2019-2021 can be found here

Economic framework

Network grantsare formaximum 2 years. The total budgetforthe callis

1 400 000 SEK.

The maximum amount sought from NKJ should be approx. 400 000 SEK
Aself-financing component ofatminimum 50 % of the total budget ofthe network
is required

The funding supports networkactivitiessuchastraveland meeting costs,and
related networking cost, e.g. costs of guest lecturers, printed material, database
costs or website cost (excl. hardware).


http://nordicagriresearch.org/policy/strategi/

- The funding cannot be used for salaries or OH costs.

- Cost-efficiency: Applicants are encouraged to ensure that the cost-per-person in the
networkapplicationisreasonable. Inadditionto physicalmeetingsapplicantsare
encouragedto make use ofothermeansofmeeting, e.g.video-conferencesand
web-based meetings to reduce travel costs and CO2 emissions.

(*) Including animal health and welfare and reindeer husbandry.

Call conditions

- Applications have to be submitted in English using the application form, available
onNKJwebpage,tothe NKJsecretariat (NKJ@slu.se).

- Thecurrencyinthe applications should be in SEK.

- Thenetworkshouldaimforconcreteresults, inthis case applicationsforfundings
fromlargerfunds, large-scale projectapplications, which contribute tothe overall
goals of the Nordic Council of Ministers, https://www.norden.org/en/publication/co-
operation-programme-2017-2020.

- Co-financing correspondingto atleast50% ofthe totalbudgetofthe networkis
required.

- The main applicant need to be a researcher/communicator at a research institution/
organizationinthe Nordic** countries.

- The main applicant should be supplemented by at least two additional applicants,
from other Nordic countries**.

- Applications mustinclude researchers or research groups from at least three of the
Nordic countries**.

- Cooperation with other regions, such as the Northwest Atlantic region, Europe and
the Baltic Searegionis seen as positive.

- Network activities should describe the expected Nordic synergies within agriculture
andfoodresearch.

- PhD students and/or young researchers are encouraged to be participating in the
network.

* Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Denmark, Finland including Aland Islands, Faroe Islands and
Greenland.

Schedule
- Applications must be submitted no later than September 30th 2019 at 12:00
CET.
- Decisions will be made in autumn 2019 and communicated to applicants in late
2019.

Evaluation criteria

Theapplicationsareassessedbyselected membersofthe NKJboard. Theevaluation
criteria are described below. The secretariat of NKJ compile the results of the evaluations
and prepare a proposal. Based on the proposal a decision on the selection is made at NKJ
Board meeting.


http://www.norden.org/en/publication/co-

Quality oftheapplication
- Doesthe projecthave clearaims?
- Arethe planned activities clearly described?

Relevance
- IstheprojectrelevantinaNordicsetting?
- Willthe project activity increase synergy in the Nordic region?
- Istheprojectrelevanttothespecialinterestofthiscallinfunding activitiesrelated
toantibioticresistanceintheperspectiveof OneHealth?

Compositionofthenetwork

- Does the projectinclude participants from at least three Nordic countries?

- Doestheprojectmeetthe requirementofa40-60% genderbalance? o Doesthe
project have a plan for ensuring effective gender equality? o Does the projectinclude
PhDstudentsandyoungresearchers?oDoestheprojecthaveaplantoincludeand
integrateyoungresearchers/PhD students?

Expected outcome

- Willthe project activities generate publishable outcomes?

- Do the participants aim to generate other outputs, e.g. open conferences, large-
scale applications, policy recommendations, infrastructure services (websites,
databases, statistics using big data) or other practical outputs?

- Isthe overall connection between the aims and means viable?

Economic framework

- Aretheactivitiesinline withthe amountsought?
- Istheself-financingcomponentatleasttwo thirds ofthe totalbudget?
- Isthe budgetreasonable considering the aims, means and expected outcomes?

Composition of the network
- Doestheactivityinvolverelevantandnamedcollaborating partnersinatleastthree
Nordic countries?
- Doesthenetworkinvolve youngresearchers/PhD students?
- Does the network have a plan for involving young researchers/PhD students?
- Doesthe network have an even gender balance (40-60 %)?
- Does the network have a plan for an even gender balance?
- Doesthe networkinvolve stakeholders?

Contact
For further information please contact:
Per Hansson/Mimmi Blomquist, NKJ

Email: NKJ@slu.se
Tel: +46706727544
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