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Food from Finland Program 

• Food from Finland program has operated since 2014, the upgraded program 
started in 2018

• Food from Finland is the national export program for Finnish food and 
beverages sector managed by Business  Finland, funded by the Ministry of 
Economy and Employment and Ministry of Agriculture and Forest. Close 
collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Embassies of Finland in 
all key markets.

• close cooperation with Finnish Food Authority and the Finnish Food and Drink 
Industries’ Federation (ETL).

• Targets

- to increase the Finnish food and beverage export, open new 
markets, support the internationalisation skills of the companies, 
increase the number of SMEs operating internationally 

- to create and support the image of Finnish food in the global 
markets.



150 Finnish companies working with us
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Food from Finland Program
Target Markets

Main focus markets

• Scandinavia

• Germany

• East-Asia: China, Hong 

Kong, Japan, South 

Korea

Other operative

markets

• Other European 

markets, especially

France

• Saudi-Arabia, United 

Arab Emirates

• South-Africa, 

Singapore 

• USA 

• Russia



Over 260 export 
promotion activities so far 

• Buyer Meetings and Trade fairs:
• Bringing food and beverages sector buyers to Finland
• Buyer meeting events at target markets
• Country pavilions at international BtoB and BtoC tradeshows
• Active cooperation with Nordic countries

• Campaigns, Sales Channel Development and Education:
• Increasing competences of Finnish companies, coaching workshops and trainings
• BtoC retail & online campaigns together with Visit Finland
• Media campaigns, media visits to Finland and PR events at target markets
• eCommerce development in China and other markets

• Direct Funding:
• Food sector ecosystem development and innovation funding. Last year                                                          

Business Finland funded food sector companies with more than 17 million €.
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Growing Export from Finland 

Finnish food export is on the growth path!

Export in 2018: 1,55 billion € Export in 2019: 1,75 

billion € 
(+ 200 m€)

• China +82%

• Germany +30%
• South-Korea +28,8%
• Sweden +16%
• Japan +9,4%
• Denmark +7,2%
• Russia +4,2% .

Growth +12,8%
Growth outside 

EU: +20,6%
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Facts supporting the Finnish 
food exports

• The purest ground water, soil and air 

• Top level food safety :
– High standards of food production
– Animals well treated: Use of antibiotics among the lowest in the world, as well as the

level of  animal diseases and salmonella

• Innovative product development
– Especially in healthy, functional foods

The safest and healthiest food comes from Finland! 

https://www.luke.fi/ruokafakta/en/frontpage/
- If you need facts about the Finnish food! 

https://www.luke.fi/ruokafakta/en/frontpage/


Healthy, innovative
grain products 
• Oats & rye product
• Snacks, biscuits, 

bread, flakes
• Malt

Innovative Finnish Food

Free From-products:
• Gluten free, Lactose free
• Vegetal based dairy

products
• Vegetal proteins

Wild berry products
• Juices, smoothies
• Snacks, desserts
• Ingredients for food 

and cosmetics industry

Innovative beverages
• Spring waters
• Beer, craft beer
• Long drinks, ciders
• Gin, Berry liquors, vodkas
• Other alcohols

Our Cornerstones in Exports: 
• Innovative dairy products 
• Pure and safe Finnish meat; pork and poultry
• Leading nutritional expertise: functional  foods.

Other important products: 



Our view of Finnish 
water sector export 

• Situation in Finland: 
• Large amount of very small companies, with very limited resources
• Two largest beverage companies not interested to do practically any export, neither water export
• No real collaboration between water companies
• Finnish water quality is extremely high, but this is hard to turn to commercial advantage
• Finnish public sector can’t fund brand building, sales, marketing or listing fees. Who will invest?
• Are the operating companies interested to create a larger body with higher investments?
• Export promotions and supportive actions can be done by Food from Finland program.

• Market Situation and Opportunities:
• Several potential growing target regions and market areas, mainly in Asia and Middle East
• European market is highly saturated and competition is fierce
• Large global players (Nestle, Coca-Cola, Danone) dominating the market, Chinese investments growing fast
• B to C water business is highly branded with huge market investments
• There can be 50 – 60 brands available per market, large players are buying the shelf space
• Novelties launched all the time, new type of products and more sustainable solutions introduced
• Niche segments still available, e-Commerce will open promising new opportunities
• HoReCa business may be potential area for growth, maybe also premium private labels?
• How to differentiate ourselves; concept, packaging, packaging materials, sales channels?



Global and European Market Data

Global Data Ltd, Great Britain 



Global Market 2013 – 2018



Global Market 2013 – 2018, Forecast 2019 - 2024



Global Market 2013 – 2018





Western European Market 2013 – 2018, Forecast 2019 - 2024



Western European Market 2013 – 2018





THANK YOU! 

www.foodfromfinland.fi

http://www.foodfromfinland.fi/

