
CEWP Turku 2017 High-Level Conference and Research & Innovation Event 

High-Level Policy Conference 

Thursday, 21 September 
7.30 - 9:00 Registration at Radisson Blu Marina Palace and Turku Castle 

8:00  Transport from Radisson Blu Marina Palace to Turku Castle (non-stop) 

Opening Ceremony 
Venue:                  Turku Castle 
Chaired by:          Permanent Secretary Ms. Jaana Husu-Kallio, Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

                               Director General Mr. Liu Zhiguang, Ministry of Water Resources, P.R. China 
9:00 - 9:05 Introduction of VIPs by chair and co-chair 

9:05 - 9:15 Welcoming speech H.E. Mr. Kimmo Tiilikainen, Minister of 

Environment, Finland 

9:15 - 9:25 Welcoming speech H.E. Mr. Chen Lei, Minister of Water 

Resources, P.R. China 

9:25 - 9:35 Welcoming speech H.E. Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner 

for Environment, Maritime Affairs and 

Fisheries, European Commission 

9:35 - 9:45 Welcoming speech H.E. Mr. Siim Kiisler, Estonian Minister of 

Environment 

Ministerial Panel dialogue on Water and Sustainable Development Goals 
Venue:                  Turku Castle  

 

9:45 - 10:40 Panel discussion: Implementation of SDG 6 Water goals in China and EU countries 

Facilitator: Ms. Jaana Husu-Kallio, Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

 H.E. Mr. Kimmo Tiilikainen, Minister of Environment, Finland 

 H.E. Mr. Chen Lei, Minister of Water Resources, China 

 H.E. Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and 

Fisheries, European Commission 

 H.E. Mr. Siim Kiisler, Estonian Minister of Environment  

 H.E. Ms. Karolina Skog, Minister for the Environment, Sweden 

 Mr. Henrik Studsgaard, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for the Environment & 
Food, Denmark 

 Mr. Carlos Martins, Secretary of State for Environment, Portugal 

 Mr. Guangzhe Chen, Senior Director, World Bank 

5 minutes each 

10:40 - 11:10 Coffee break 

11:10 - 11:40 Panel discussion: Water and Circular economy and Green Development     

Facilitator: Director General Mr. Liu Zhiguang, Ministry of Water Resources, P.R. China 

 H.E. Mr. Gabriele Altana, Italian Ambassador in Finland 

 Mr. Simon Buckle, Head of Division, OECD 

 Mr. J. H. Dronkers, Deputy Secretary General, the Ministry of Infrastructure and 

the Environment, The Netherlands 

 Ms. Joanna Kopczyńska, Deputy Director of the Water Resources Department, 

Ministry for the Environment, Poland 

 Mr. Péter Kovács, Head of Department, Ministry of Interior, Hungary 

3 minutes each 

  



Signing session  
Venue:                  Turku Castle  

Chaired by:          Permanent Secretary Ms. Jaana Husu-Kallio, Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

                               Director General Mr. Liu Zhiguang, Ministry of Water Resources, P.R. China 

11:40 - 11:55 Introduction and Signing the Turku 

Declaration 

Ministers, Heads of Delegations 

11:55 - 12:00 Signing the EU-CHINA Water Policy Dialogue 

Memorandum of Understanding 

H.E. Mr. Chen Lei, Minister of Water 

Resources, P.R. China & 

H.E. Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner 

for Environment, Maritime Affairs and 

Fisheries, European Commission 

12:00 Transport to Radisson Blu Marina Palace (Business Conference) and State Office Building 

(R&I Event) 

  

R&I Event with Keynote Speeches, Panel Discussions, Presentations 

and Poster session 

Thursday, 21 September 
12:30 - 13:45 Lunch, State Office Building and Exhibition 

Research & Innovation Session 

Venue:                  State Office Building 

Chaired by:          Dr. Panagiotis Balabanis, Deputy Head of Unit, DG Research & Innovation, European             

                               Commission 

13:45 - 14:00 Opening of the session  Dr. Antonio Lo Porto, Chair of Euraqua 

Theme: Sustainable development 

14:00 - 14:15 Sustainable development of a basin Professor, Dr. Yi Huang, Peking 

University 

14:15 - 14:30 China’s Strategy and Policy to implement  

SDG 6 

Mr. Jin Hai, Director, International 

Economic & Technical Cooperation and 

Exchange Center, MWR 

Theme: Circular Economy 

14:30 - 14:45 Circular economy and water conservancy Professor, Dr. Olli Varis, Aalto University 

14:45 - 15:00 Drivers and barriers for promoting European 

water innovations in China 

Dr. Markus Starkl, University of Natural 

Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna  

15:00 - 15:40   Panel Discussion: Circular Economy 

Facilitator: Dr. Panagiotis Balabanis, Deputy 

Head of Unit, DG Research & Innovation, 

European Commission 

 Professor, Dr. Yi Huang, Peking 
University 

 Professor, Dr. Olli Varis, Aalto 
University 

 Director for International 
Cooperation, Josiane Mongellaz, 
International Office for Water, 
France 

 Senior Advisor, Anders Kjær, Danish 
EPA 

15:40 - 16:05 Coffee & Poster exhibition 

Theme: Smart water 

16:05 - 16:20 Water quality management in cities: 

challenges and opportunities 

Professor, Dr. Tālis Juhna, Riga Technical 

University 

16:20 - 16:35 Water and sludge sustainable recycle as 

resource in China 

Professor, Dr. Guoren Xu, Harbin 

Institute of Technology, China 



16:35 - 17:15 Panel Discussion: Smart Water 

Facilitator: Dr. Antonio Lo Porto, Chair of 

Euraqua 

 Professor, Dr. Tālis Juhna, Riga 
Technical University 

 Professor, Dr. Guoren Xu, Harbin 
Institute of Technology, China 

 Programme Manager, Gerard de Vries, 
Sino Dutch Water Cooperation, 
Rijkswaterstaat, The Netherlands 

 Dr. Markus Starkl, University of 
Natural Resources and Life Sciences, 
Vienna 

Closing speech 

17:15 - 17:30 Horizon 2020 - Promoting EU-China research 

and innovation opportunities for water 

Dr. Panagiotis Balabanis, European 

Commission 

17:30 End of Research & Innovation Session 

18:15 Transport from Radisson Blu Marina Palace to Turku Castle 

19:00 Gala Dinner, Turku Castle 

22:00 - 23:15 Transport to Radisson Blu Marina Palace 

 

China-Europe Seminar on Cooperation Outlook for Partnership 

Instruments 

Friday, 22 September 

PI Project & Science Special Session 

Venue:                  State Office Building 

Chaired by:          HAO Zhao, Division Director, Ministry of Water Resources, China 

8:30 - 8:45 Welcoming address and brief introduction to 

PI Project 

tbc 

8:45 - 10:00 Speeches: how to cooperate with European 

side in various PI lots 

 Water and urban 
o IWRH, Flood forecasting 
o Guangdong Province 
o Sponge Cities 

 Water and rural 
o Jiangsu Province 
o Zhejiang Province 

 Water and ecological restoration 
o Nanxijiang Case 
o Hanjiang River Case 
o Hubei Province 

 Water and energy 
o Green Hydropower 
o Water & energy nexus 

5 minutes each 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Li Na 
Mr. Li Yuwen 
Dr. Zhao Gensheng 
 
 

Mr. Ji Hongfei 
Dr. Fu Lei  
 
 

Dr. Mu Xiangpeng 
Dr. Yin Wei 
Ms. Zhang Zulian 

 
Ms. Hu Xiaobo 
Dr. Cai Yuebo 

10:00 - 10:15 Coffee  

  



10:15 - 11:00 Round-table Discussion: The implementation of PI in 2018 

 Room 1  
o Water and rural 
o Water and urban 

 Room 2  
o Water and ecological restoration 
o Water and energy 

11:00- 11:30 Round table discussion Summary & Wrap-up 

11:30 -  12:30 Lunch 

12:30 - 15:30 Company visits 

 


